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January 14, 2011

Lowss Seuth
2212 East Admiral Drive
Virginia Beach, VA 23451

Dear Louis,

On behalf of Oyster Reel Keepees of Virginia (ORKV), please accept my sincere geatiide foe your
construction snd donanon of 14 complete oyster Hoats. | am very wnpressed that you had the matunty and
organizational skills to mise funds, purchase materinls, coordinste a corps of boy scouts to constroct the
floats, and see the whole project through,

Opyster Reef Keepers of Virginia is 2 small, non-profit oganeanon dedicated 1o the restoeation of
oyster teefs in Vieginia's waterways through community-based restomnon, public education, momitoring and
saentfic research. We are motivated by the remarkable decling of Virgmia's oyster population, which has
decreased by 99% over the last two centunies. Thi declne has had drastically negatve consequences for
water quality and halitat in Vieginm's tributasies, and ovster reef restoraton is a necessary component in
reversing the trend,

Our highest profile progeam, known as “Schoals Restoring Oysters to the Chesapenke,” annually
engages 7,500 students from 150 school classes (K-12) in raising oystens for use o reef restoration efforts
throughout the state, As students mise and monitor thear oysters throughout the school year, they leam
ovster biology, cstuanine ecology, water chemistry and fickd sampling technigues. Then as students contnbute
thetr oysters to local sanctuary reefs in the spring, they learn perhaps the moat powerful lesson of all, that they
i make a difference in the health of the environment.

Your Eagle Scout ovster float construction progect and donanon allowed ORKY to providel4 new
ovster foats to the following deven schools, sugmenting the scale of our student oyater restoranon program:
Coepoeate Landing Middle School (Virginia Beach), Kemps Landing Magnet School (Virginis Beach), 2 1o
Ocean View Elementary School (Noefolk), 2 to Plaza Middle School (Virgina Beuch), Seatack Elementuzy
School (Virginia Beach), St, Margaret’s School (Tappahannock), Ware Academy (Gloscenter), Waters Middle
School (Pottsmouth), 2 to Westeen Branch Middle School {Chesapeake), the Williams School (Norfolk),
Poant Opaion (Newport News).

1 don’r know how we could have met our floar demand this year without you, On behalf of all of us

- the staff and board of trustecs at Oyster Reef Keepers of Virguwa, the teachers and students in the progeam,
and especially Vigunia's ovster resource - 1 thank you agam for your contnbution.
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